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The UNESCO has proclaimed February 21 as the International 
Mother Language Day. The proclamation came in the form of a 
resolution unanimously adopted at the plenary of the UNESCO 
at its headquarters in Paris in November 1999. Languages are 
at the very heart of UNESCO's objectives. They are the most 
powerful instruments of preserving and developing our tangible 
and intangible heritage.  
 
All moves to promote the dissemination of mother tongues will 
serve not only to encourage linguistic diversity and multilingual 
education but also to development fuller awareness of linguistic 
and cultural traditions throughout the world and to inspire 
solidarity based on understanding, tolerance and dialogue.  
 
The International Mother Language Day is being observed 
every year in UNESCO's Member States and at its 
Headquarters to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and 
multilingualism.  
 
The first International Mother Language Day event was opened 
on February 21, 2000 in Paris by the Director-General of 
UNESCO Koïchiro Matsuura who stressed that "by deciding to 
celebrate mother tongues, UNESCO's Member States wished to 
recall that languages are not only an essential part of humanity's 
cultural heritage, but the irreducible expression of human 
creativity and of its great diversity."  
 
Highlighting the fact that close to 6000 languages are estimated 
to be spoken in today's world, Mr Matsuura said: "They testify 
to humanity's astounding ability to create tools of 
communication, to its perception and reflection. They are the 
mirror of the souls of the societies in which they are born and 
they reflect the history of their contacts. In this sense, it could 
be said that all languages are cross-bred."  
 
He added: "Favouring the promotion of linguistic diversity and 
the development of multilingual education from an early age 
helps preserve cultural diversity and the conditions for 
international understanding, tolerance and mutual respect."  
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